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As we come towards the end of January we look 
forward to longer and brighter days. The Pre 
and Junior Schools certainly packed a lot into 
the month of January with sports, drama and 
academic events taking place across the classes.  

The Pre-School did very well in their most recent 
fire drill. There were no tears, and everyone 
evacuated in record time. Pre-School really 
enjoyed supporting the solidarity celebrations 
today by wearing their pyjamas. The boys and 
girls all looked so cute and cosy in their dressing 
gowns, pj’s and slippers! Well done on a great 
month Pre-School.  

Many classes explored artic and polar themes 
during the cold month of January. Pre and Junior 
School classes also learnt about the Chinese New 
Year festival and the meaning behind this year, 
which is the Year of the Rabbit, a good year for 
friendships and promotions.  

The Pre and Junior Schools supported the 
Secondary School this month in their drama and 
sporting campaigns. The students who attended 
the musical Legally Blonde were blown away and 
many are still practicing the dances! Of course, 
the older classes in the Junior School cheered the 
Under 16 basketball team to All Ireland success 
earlier this month.  

We finished up the month celebrating Catholic 
Schools Week. We all thoroughly enjoyed 
a very special return of Grandparents Day 
this Wednesday. We spoke about the impact 
grandparents have on their grandchildren’s lives 
and we hope they feel valued, appreciated, and 
loved.   

Finally, we rounded off Catholic Schools Week 
with a gorgeous Solidarity Walk to UCD earlier 
today. All 167 Junior School students walked 
through the campus and enjoyed looking out 
for new animals and plants along the way. The 
sponsorship of the walk will make a big difference 
to the Teresian Projects all over the world.  

We are looking forward to St. Brigid’s Day and 
Laudate celebrations next Wednesday 1st 
February. All are welcome to join the Laudate 
festival in The Church of St. Teresa, Mount 
Merrion at 7 pm on Wednesday 1st February.  

As always, sincere thanks to the staff for 
facilitating all of the learning opportunities and to 
the Parents Council for helping with the various 
events throughout the month, many hands make 
light work!  

Go raibh mile maith agaibh go léir. Is mise le 
meas, 



Pre-School

Preschool 1 have been celebrating Chinese new year. We made rabbits to celebrate the year of 
the rabbit. As well as celebrating Chinese new year we have been working on our creativity and 
coordination by making play dough faces. We learnt about winter clothes and China. We tasted spring 
rolls and noodles and tried eating using chopsticks.

Preschool 2 settled back into school nicely after the Christmas break. This month we learned 
about things that sink and float. We tried out loads of objects from around our classroom. During 
the week that we had bad frost and ice, we learned about how ice is formed. Ice-painting was a 
big hit in our class, even if there were a few cold hands afterwards!



Pre-School

The children in Pre-School 3 have been involved in so many different activities this month.
We have learned about the Arctic and Antarctica. The children were fascinated by the history of the 
Titanic so we decided to run a small project on that topic, and the children made lovely passenger 
ships using recycled materials.
Also, we celebrated The Chinese New Year and learned about different cultures and traditions



Kinder A

Kinder A blasted off into a new year in 
January as things have been out of this 
world in the classroom! We have been 
dressing up as astronauts in Aistear 
while performing experiments to make 
craters on the moon surface in science. 
In maths we have been working hard on 
our addition while in Irish we have very 
appropriately been learning all about the 
cold weather and snow! 

The girls enjoyed making New Year’s 
Resolutions to start the month and 
celebrated Chinese New Year. Check out 
our special Chinese writing we have been 
practising! 

Well done on a great start back Kinder A - it was out of this world!



Kinder B

January has been a long stretch of a month with lots of fun and new learning for Kinder B. We have been looking 
at the Polar Regions, developing our understanding of Antartica and the Arctic. The girls created some great 
igloos using polystyrene, made penguins from marla, designed their own penguins and Northern Lights during 
Aistear.
In Irish, we have  been learning all words based around clothes. We also sang the song Trasna na dTonnta, for 
the whole school during assembly and the girls were great. 
We started cursive handwriting to make our work super neat and we hope to build on this for the rest of the 
year, which will prepare us for first class next year. 
We started back the new year with some more Gaelic football and this time we will focus on kickpassing using 
both feet. 
Wednesday was Grandparent’s Day and the children wrote special postcards to their grandparents near and far. 
We then went for a walk up to the local post box to send them off!



Class 1

Class 1 have had a lovely start to the New Year. On 
our first week back we learned about biodiversity and 
how we can help in our school. We learned about the 
nature around us and went for a lovely walk through 
the grounds discovering what trees and wildlife that 
we have. We made fatballs for the birds and have 
enjoyed watching our daily visitors munching away 
on them! We have four cheeky and very entertaining 
squirrels, wood pigeons, bluetits, coaltits, pied 
wagtails, robins, a wren, blackbirds, magpies and 
even seagulls that visit the bird feeders daily. We then 
made some clay woodland creatures out of clay and 
the materials we foraged for!
We have been learning about China and Chinese 
New Year in S.E.S.E. and English. We discovered 
that we were all born in the year of the Goat/Sheep 
or Monkey. We heard about Emperor Jade’s great 
race and lots of the traditions and customs that are 
followed in the lead up to Chinese New Year. We 
managed to learn how write our names in Chinese 
and say a few words thanks to Dora, Chuxia and Tang 

 Tang. On Chinese New Year’s Eve, Chuxia very kindly 
brought everyone in the class a present that she 
made with her mum, thank you so much – we all 
loved the beautiful pencils and treats that you gave 
us!
The girls have been practising mindfulness and some 
yoga during class as a way to recharge, reset our 
minds and be able to focus on our learning. We are 
learning how to be good listeners and how to be 
mindful of other people and their feelings and how to 
be mindful of our environment.
We have started Book Club on a Friday, and it has 
been incorporated into our Friday English lesson. Each 
girl will be asked to bring in a book of their choice on 
a particular week and will have the opportunity to 
read it to the class. We will then discuss it and pick 
out our favourite bits before writing about it and then 
drawing an accompanying picture.
We are looking forward to an action packed and fun 
filled Spring Term of learning and growing up! 



Class 2

The year of the Rabbit is to bring peace, 
happiness, and luck and let’s hope it does.

The girls really enjoyed attending The All-
Ireland Basketball Final supporting the senior 
school. They are great role models for the 
younger children and a few of the class already 
have their sights on some gold medals of their 
own!

In English, we have been busy learning how 
to write stories. In Gaeilge, we are working on 
our oral Irish using all the verbs and vocabulary 
we know. In History, we are enjoying learning 
about life when our grandparents were young 
and in Science, we have been busy designing 
and building strong and sturdy bridges.

We are also busy preparing for our First 
Penance.

Class 2 were delighted to return to school 
after a much-needed break. They missed 
their friends and I’m pretty sure they missed 
homework too!

We have been learning all about China this 
month, from the highest mountain to the 
currency they use. We are fortunate enough 
to have five girls in our class who were able to 
help us. Lingxi, Chuxuan, Renee and Victoria 
enjoyed teaching us the numbers and singing 
songs for us. On Friday we celebrated Chinese 
New Year early with a little feast. The girls 
kindly brought in traditional Chinese cuisine 
for the others to sample and it went down a 
treat! We enjoyed identifying similarities and 
differences between the Chinese and Irish 
culture. We compared music, dancing, stories 
and of course food. 



Class 3

Class 3 has been amazing this term! To start off we 
have been learning all about Chinese New Year. We 
hope Nian does not come to haunt us! We have 
done excellent work with our maths, particularly 
with division. We have been looking at atlases 
and have managed to get around the world in 80 
minutes! We have also been learning about the 
history of our school. For the past 58 years, we 
have been steadily spectacular.  
For our artwork, we have also made marvellous 
mugs to keep us warm in January! They are on 
display at our cosy fireplace. We have also designed 
stained glass windows for Catholic Schools Week.  

  
With the help of Brian in the library, we are still 
working on our 3-D printing which is coming out 
impeccably. We had a superb time cheering on 
our Teresian team and our large chicken at the 
National Basketball Finals. Although our excessive 
cheering impeded our voices the following day for 
our rehearsal for the Laudate, we still sounded 
remarkable.  

Altogether, this term is shaping up to be one of our 
best yet! 



Class 4

Class 4 created cards for our mums to 
celebrate Nollaig na mBan on the 6th 
January as we are so grateful for all 
they do during the Christmas period. 
Most of the girls said that their dads 
are equally as busy over the festive 
season so they made them for their 
dads too!

We made posters for the Green Schools 
competition and an entry from Class 4 
won! Congratulations to Annie, Alice, 
Ella and Riya!

We all headed off to the National Basketball 
Arena in Tallaght to support the under 16’s 
Senior School team as they competed in the 
all-Ireland final. We sang and cheered the 
whole way through and were delighted when 
our school won.

Brian, our librarian, has been teaching the 
girls how to design objects and 3D print them. 
Nya designed a box with her name on it.



Class 5

Class 5 started 2023 refreshed after their holidays and eager to be back amongst their friends. They also 
welcomed a new student to the class. Sissi Hua was made to feel very welcome by her classmates. 

We were fortunate to be invited to the National Basketball Arena to support the Under 16’s in their All 
Ireland Final. It was an amazing experience. Class 5 are hopeful to follow in the Under 16’s footsteps when 
they are older and also become All Ireland champions. 

It was lovely to hear about all the wonderful celebrations happening to mark the beginning of the Chinese 
New Year from some of our students. 

During Catholic School’s Week, we remembered all Grandparents with a prayer service. We even had a few 
grandparents who dropped in for a short visit. Our week finished with a sponsored walk for Solidarity Day. 
The money raised from this event goes to support Teresian Association projects around the world. 



Class 6 

Grandparent’s Day

This week, we celebrated Catholic School’s 
Week. On Monday, we attended mass at 
Donnybrook Church and were given a tour 
afterwards with Maeve from the parish. We 
celebrated Grandparents’ Day on Wednesday 
this week and we were thrilled to have some 
of our Grandparents visit our school for a 
special service in the Jubilee Hall.

This month, Class 6 have been busy 
settling back into a new school routine, 
after a well deserved Christmas break!
We supported The Teresian Senior 
School students in their basketball final 
recently at the National Basketball 
Arena and we are so proud of them 
and their outstanding achievements! 
The Basketball players came to visit 
our classroom and our assembly 
last Friday to show us their winning 
trophies! We hope someday we will 
follow in their footsteps!

We received our Class 6 Hoodies 
recently and we love them!  

Huge Congratulations to Eluisa Burke 
and Anna Richardson who represented 
our school in the Leinster Schools’ 
Swimming Gala! Eluisa and Anna have 
made it through to the Irish Schools’ 
Gala in March & we wish them the very 
best of luck!



RE / Ethos

Grandparents Day was celebrated on Wednesday, the 25th of January, during Catholic Schools 
Week. 
Children brought their Grandparents on a tour of the school and then they attended a prayer 
service together. The Grandparents then enjoyed tea and coffee in the hall. 

In our third week back to school, we 
celebrated Catholic Schools Week. 

This year’s theme “Walking together in 
faith and love” is very much in line with 
our Aim for the Year “Journeying together 
in Friendship.” 

Our finale for January 2023 is a sponsored Solidarity Walk to support Teresian School Social Projects in DR 
Congo, Peru and the Phillippines. 


