
The Teresian School 
FEBRUARY NEWS 2022

Secondary School 

A Message from our Principal

Welcome to our February newsletter. The 
weeks since January have flown by! It has been 
a busy and productive half-term. It is fantastic 
to see the rehearsals for the upcoming 
musical “Sister Act Junior” back on track. The 
consistent levels of engagement in extra-
curricular activities and afterschool sports 
deserve to be commended. The first year 
SciFest exhibition merits special mention. The 
girls’ enthusiasm, and willingness to share the 
details of their projects was fantastic to see. 
We look forward to many of them developing 
their projects further and entering future 
competitions.  

We are very sorry to say goodbye to Suzanne, 
in the main school office. She finishes with us 
after midterm break. She will be much missed 
for her gentle, helpful, and reassuring presence 
in the front office. We wish her well for the 
future. We extend a warm Teresian welcome to 
Roisin McEnaney who will be taking over that 
position after the break. 

I am also delighted to announce the 
appointment of Brian Hegarty as School 
Librarian. Brian will start on 28th February. We 
are really excited to have the library back up 
and running very soon. Again, I’m confident 
that students, staff, and parents alike will make 
him feel very much at home in The Teresian 
School community. 

The term ahead is very full, so it is important that 
everyone returns with energy levels replenished. 
The third and sixth years have had a particularly 
challenging two weeks with their mock exams. 
They are to be commended for the calm and 
focussed manner they managed during that 
time. I really encourage them to take a full and 
complete rest this coming week and be ready for 
the upcoming orals and practicals.  

We await with anticipation the announcements 
to be made by government next week regarding 
the further easing of restrictions in educational 
settings. Any changes concerning our students/
staff will be communicated via the app on Sunday 
27th.  

Wishing all in our school community a restful, 
enjoyable midterm break. Thank you to all 
our staff and students for their hard work and 
wonderful school spirit to date. I encourage 
everyone to get involved with the February 
Fitness teams challenge. We look forward to the 
return of Spring with its brighter mornings and 
longer evenings.  

Le gach dea-ghuí,

Deirdre



Spring 

BY GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS 

Nothing is so beautiful as Spring –          

   When weeds, in wheels, shoot long and lovely and lush;          

   Thrush’s eggs look little low heavens, and thrush          

Through the echoing timber does so rinse and wring          

The ear, it strikes like lightnings to hear him sing; 

   The glassy peartree leaves and blooms, they brush          

   The descending blue; that blue is all in a rush          

With richness; the racing lambs too have fair their fling.          

 

What is all this juice and all this joy?          

   A strain of the earth’s sweet being in the beginning 

In Eden garden. – Have, get, before it cloy,          

   Before it cloud, Christ, lord, and sour with sinning,          

Innocent mind and Mayday in girl and boy,          

   Most, O maid’s child, thy choice and worthy the winning.     

Past Pupils
We have a new page dedicated to 
our Past Pupils! Register to keep in 
touch.
https://teresian.ie/past-pupils/

https://teresian.ie/past-pupils/


Career News

Languages 

HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR MOCKS 

Mocks are a trial for the real exam. They are a great way to experi-
ence doing up a revision plan, sitting an exam in an official setting 
and seeing how the timing of an exam paper works. 

Treat them as a learning experience: When it is over and you have 
the results think about what revision techniques worked for you. If 
you need to make a change to how you do things you still have time 
to do it now. Did you notice how productive you were at certain times of the day or did you study better 
in short bursts? How many productive hours did you do in a day? How can you get the most out of your 
time? How can you rejuvenate yourself in between study with either sleep hobbies or sport? 

Focus on the feedback: Don’t get carried away with the grade you got if it’s not what you were hoping 
for. The real learning is looking over the paper to see where you can improve and work productively 
towards the grade you are aiming for in the real exams. 

(lifemoreextraordinary.com 2022)

AILO COMPETITION

Hannah, Karla, Laura, Wen Yu and Xiang in TY are 
participated in the AILO competition Preliminary 
Round in January.

They practiced Linguistics Puzzles during the first 
term in the Linguistics and Culture option. They 
worked hard to figure out and solve problems in 
Languages such as Tzeltal, Ethiopian or Finish.

“The competition was challenging but also very 
enjoyable, I found it rewarding whenever I completed 
a task, the time limit was perfect, I think there 
was a great variation of tasks, I would definitely 
recommended 
this competition 
for other people 
who like problem 
solving.” 
-Karla

Well done to our 
girls!

LEARNING A SECOND LANGUAGE 
IS FUN!  

Well done to Maria and Eloise, our invalu-
able language assistants, for starting the 
lunchtime language club! Junior students 
have enjoyed games and activities in the 
target language to experience French and 
Spanish outside the classroom!



English 
Well done to Second Years who researched and 
prepared a Q&A session on Ulysses and James 
Joyce on the day when Ireland celebrated the 
centenary since its first publication on 2nd 
February 1922!  

 The second-year students taught the school 
community about the importance of this 
historical date with a special message on the 
intercom during our February Drop Everything 
and Read Initiative. 
For more information on events around this 
year’s special celebration, visit 
https://ulysses100.ie/  

WORLD BOOK WEEK 

World Book Week will take place from Monday 
28th February until Friday 4th March. We have 
lots of activities happening through the week; 
Poetry Competition, Catch your Pet Reading, 
Classics as Comics, DEAR time, Q&A with the 
author Catherine Prasifka, World Book Day 
Dress up, Whole School Kahoot, Guess whose 
Teacher’s Pet is reading. Please keep an eye on 
the English noticeboard outside the library for 
more information. 

ClASsICsClASsICs
AS COMICsAS COMICs

EnTriEs musT be subMitTed to ViviEnNe NaUgHton on TeAmS by WedNesDaY 2nD MarCh at 5pM

MAR
2022

Re-telL a 
cLasSic tale 

in comic 
forMat!

Re-telL a 
cLasSic tale 

in comic 
forMat!

A maximum of 12 pictures may be submitted.

WHOLE SCHOOL

to celebrate World Book Day 
– Friday 4th March – 

2.55pm 
Prizes and Points to be won 

for your team!

Catherine Prasifka

POETRY
COMPETITION

Theme of
CONNECTIONS

8 Lines minimum

toEntries must be submitted Lorena Lampedecchia

on Teams by March at 5pmWednesday 2nd

https://ulysses100.ie/  


TY
Our TY students created over 500 art packs for the Children in Hospital charity in 
January. A busy day’s work for a great cause!

As part of their Community Care, some of the girls took over a long stretch of wall in Donny-
brook that had been vandalized with graffiti - their finished product was brillliant! Great job, 
laidies! See the full mural here. 



Concern Debating

ABA

Business

Congratulations to all senior 
students who competed in 
the Concern Debates this 
year. Unfortunately the 
team didn’t progress to the 
quarter finals this year. We 
look forward to competing 
again next year. 

Always looking for ways to help 
out, our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors 
took part in training with the Diana 
Awards in January. 

5th years testing Brand and Own Brand 
products!



Safer Internet Day

SciFest@ School

Our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors did a great job 
in teaching us about internet safety this month. 

Read their advice and watch their 
fantastic videos here.

Great work by our First Year students on their SciFest@ School projects! Lots of really 
interesting topics and great displays. Congratulations to all the winners and participants 
for a job well done! 

Find out more here. 

https://teresian.ie/safer-internet-day/
https://teresian.ie/safer-internet-day/
https://teresian.ie/scifest-school/


RE / Ethos

MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST

Our new Ministers of the Eucharist cele-
brated their recognition day on the 7th of 
February. 
Read about it here.

EPIPHANY MASS

The 6th of January, the day we were back to 
school concluded with a lovely celebration 
of the Mass in Donnybrook Parish. Even 
if not all were able to join in-person, the 
rest of the school community joined via 
Donnybrook Parish Webcam. A lovely feast 
to celebrate the beginning of 2022 as we 
connect with our dreams and hopes for the 
New Year.

2ND YEAR SEGOVIA RETREAT, 
11TH JANUARY

The 11th of January, anniversary of an 
important milestone for the global TA Family, 
2nd year Segovia had their Dublin Camino 
Retreat with Anita Phelan www.iam-retreats.
com A day visiting churches and appreciating 
the history and architecture of sacred spaces 
in the city centre.

http://Read about it here.


RE / Ethos
WORLD RELIGION DAY

Some 5th years made posters to mark 
the day highlighting the role of World 
Religions in peacebuilding.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL WEEK 2022

This year’s overall theme made us connect with 
what it takes to live life to the full. During the week, 
each day has a prompt to reflect on. Fifth years 
prepared the morning prayers for the week inspired 
by the day’s focus or theme. Each day, the morning 
prayer was preceded with a guided meditation. 
The fifth years also led a whole school dance and an 
interesting Teresian Kahoot Quiz.

TY RETREAT, 28TH JANUARY

TY inaugurated the new Donnybrook 
Parish Centre with their annual retreat 
with Gerry Keegan, musician and 
songwriter. A lovely day out enjoying the 
company of each other in a different way.

Kitty and Katie, first years working on 
sacred sites and spaces of Christianity.

Second years’ work on Judaism

https://twitter.com/teresiandublin/status/1486658845011238920?s=20&t=pNUeIvdnJ-3KVM30mOqLIg


Sport / PE

Keep active this mid-
term break!

CROSS COUNTRY

Our cross country team came out with fantastic results at the East Leinster Champion-
ships in January. 
Huge congratulations to Lucie, Johanna, Zoie, Jodie and Isobel!



Sports 
BASKETBALL 

Our first year basketball teams are improving every 
week. We have won most games but we have learned 
from the ones we have lost and we enjoy playing as a 
team. Des and Owen are great coaches and they help 
us improve as a group and individually.

-Zoe P 

This past  term the Teresian’s have done extremely 
well in Basketball as the U16’s were fortunate enough 

HOCKEY

Hockey at Teresians is coming to a busy end with 
the Senior girls playing in both League and Cup 
Plate Semi-Finals versus Newbridge and Rathdown, 
respectively. It has been an eventful period after 
Christmas with the Minor girls narrowly missing out in 
a league semi-final. 

Special mention goes out to Sydney Weir McErlean 
who joined Jessica McConn Walsh and Evie O’Riordan 
in representing Leinster U18s this Month. This is a 
special achievement for Teresians as a school (having 
3 players represent Leinster) and well done to all the 
players who had a hand in pushing everyone to be 
improve and excel at a high level.

Well done to all, we are so proud! 

“This year our senior team has excelled. We have 
grown very close as a team which has been proved 
through our accomplishments. We have reached 
the semi-final of the plate which highlights our 
determination as a group after a few minor setbacks.”

Evie O, Senior

“Our team have improved a lot by working as a 
team. Sadly, the league hasn’t had a great start 
when we lost our first match, but we can work 
on those things that we need to improve on.”

Oliva H, First Year

“Our year group (1st Year) has improved greatly 
in hockey since the start of the year. We have 
played lots of matches and have been very 
successful in most of them. We are also taking 
part in a league. Everybody in our year have 
become much better hockey players and we 
have learned so much! We are improving our 
skills, teamwork, and communication.”

-Olivia F, First Year

Enjoy the Midterm break and well done to all 
in the mocks!

-Jason

to go to the quarter finals of the All Ireland 
Cup.  Basketball in school is extremely fun 
and it is an easy way to get to know your 
classmates better and to create bonds with 
other years as we play friendly games against 
each other. The 1st and 2nd years are entering 
their leagues this term which is really exciting. 
We are very lucky to have Des and Owen 
coaching us as they always make training 
interesting and enjoyable.

-Ali O


