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A Message from our Acting Principal

Time certainly flies when you are having fun! 
It is hard to believe that it is 8 weeks since the 
beginning of the new school year and we have 
reached midterm already.

The beginning of this month marked a very 
special day in our school calendar. Students, 
teachers and family members joined together 
on the 2nd of October at the Sacred Heart 
Church in Donnybrook to finally celebrate First 
Holy Communion for class 3 & 4.

This long-awaited celebration did not 
disappoint. Our Communicants were fantastic 
on the day and I even think there may have 
been one or two tears of joy and pride shed by 
the congregation.

The celebrations continued on Monday the 4th 
with a whole school virtual assembly, a trip to 
mass, which was followed by a photoshoot to 
capture the beautiful style. There were also 
lovely treats for lunch organised by the class 
parents. Our Kinder A students spent the day 
wanting to know why the older girls were 
wearing their wedding dresses into school.

World Teachers’ Day was celebrated on the 
5th of October. This is a day to remember the 
dedicated, hardworking group of adults that 
inspire the young minds in their care on a daily 
basis.

“A good teacher can ignite the imagination and 
instil a love of learning”.

Maths week ran from the 16th to the 24th 
of October, all classes got involved in some 
way during this week with interesting maths 
challenges and interactive games.

Amongst all the hard work and events that 
happened throughout the month, Classes 3, 4, 
5 & 6 were busy preparing their speeches for 
the upcoming Student Council elections. Also, 
with the big focus on climate change and the 
environment in today’s world, there was a great 
interest from our older cohort of students to 
become Green School Ambassadors.

The excitement for Halloween has been 
brewing over the last few weeks with plenty 
of discussions about costumes and trick-or-
treating. Our Junior and Pre-School students 
and teachers dressed up to celebrate the last 
day of this term.

I would like to wish you all a lovely, restful 
midterm especially after a busy few weeks. I 
look forward to seeing you all after the holidays.

Enjoy all the lovely photos of some of the 
wonderful events that happened over the 
month.

-Rose Phelan



Pre-School

Pre-School 1 have had a busy month!  
We are learning about Autumn Time, 
the leaves changing colours and of 
course Hallowe’en.  We made Autumn 
tress from our hand prints and finger 
prints. We also had great fun making 
hedgehogs with playdoh and pasta.

Preschool 2 went on a nature walk to look for signs of autumn. We have been learning about 
hibernating animals. Preschool 2 have also been doing the baker song for maths week.



Pre-School

Spooky fun in Pre-School 3!



Kinder A
Things took a spooky turn for Kinder A in 
October! We had our very own haunted house 
where we loved to dress up and made many 
interesting potions. We enjoyed lots of sensory 
play in our tuff spot tray from slime to jelly and 
lentils. In Science we learned all about our bones 
and made our very own dancing skeletons! Well 
done on all of your super work for your first half-
term of ‘big school’ girls! Hope you have a well-
earned break with lots of treats and no tricks 



Kinder B

October has been another busy month for 
Kinder B! We have been taking advantage 
of our designated D.E.A.R time (drop 
everything and read) and losing ourselves 
in a good book. The colourful Autumn 
leaves proved to be very resourceful for 
our beautiful lion art and we even decided 
to make leaf rubbings to understand the 
texture of the leaves further. As it was 
math’s week this week, we have been 
taking part in daily maths challenges and 
we have previously explored various 3D 
shapes in our environment. Keep up the 
great work girls!



Class 1

This month we composed our own 
Autumn themed acrostic poems.

We also made spooky Halloween bats 
from recycled materials in art class!



Class 2
Though it has been a short month, Class 
2 have been extremely busy! 
We celebrated the feast day of Saint 
Teresa of Avila,  we are learning the story, 
‘Cinnín Ór agus na Trí Bhéar’ in Irish, 
we completed a lot of fun Maths Week 
activities like colouring by addition/
subtraction, maths mosaics, Maths Trails 
around the school, interactive maths 
games, as well as a class Table Quiz. 
We will also be watching an interesting 
video how to perform some fun maths 
tricks! 
The girls also completed projects on 
Countries of the World. Each girl had 
an opportunity to choose a country 
of her choice to study. We revised the 
Continents and Oceans of the world. 
The girls learned more sign language 
this month and can now sing, ‘You Are 
My Sunshine’ in sign as well.  
Halloween Week was a highlight for the 
girls this month as they enjoyed lots 
of different art activities, we did some 
Halloween dances and songs, and on 
Friday the girls had a party and dressed 
up in scary costumes! 
Enjoy the mid term break!



Class 3
We have been so busy this month in 
Class 3! In October we marked National 
Tree Day  (7th of October) and Climate 
Action Week (11th - 17th of October), 
so we learned lots about trees and 
why they are important to us. The girls 
worked really hard to create beautiful 
poster projects about the native trees 
of Ireland and their group presentations 
were absolutely wonderful. Well done, 
everyone! Some of our October artwork 
was based around our theme of trees 
too, and it has received many compli-
ments from students and staff who have 
walked along the Class 3 corridor. We 
were also lucky enough to take part in 
a tree planting ceremony on the feast 
of St. Teresa of Avila. To mark the cel-
ebration of Class 3’s long-awaited First 
Holy Communion day, the girls now have 
their very own yellow crab-apple tree in 
the playground which we can all admire 
every day while at play.

This week has also been particularly 
active, as we celebrated Maths Week 
together. We have had lots of fun. One 
particularly lively activity was our Maths 
Trail. It was such fun to combine revision 
of this term’s maths topics with getting 
active in the fresh air. Congratulations to 
Hannah and Anna, our highest scoring 
pair on the trail. Bravo!

Have a wonderful Mid-Term, cailíní! 
See you all in November.



Communion

I have been waiting for two years for 
my Communion and it finally came! It 
was weeks and weeks of preparing and 
re-remembering prayers. One week 
before the Communion, I was really 
excited and nervous at the same time 
because people said the holy bread 
tasted like cardboard when it really 
just ended up tasting like nothing!

I was reading the prayer before Com-
munion and reading about the lovely 
offertory gift of art. Even though I 
knew my readings off by heart, I still 
read from a sheet.

Not everyone in my family could come 
to my Communion like my uncle, Kev-
in, in Washington D.C. and my grand-
parents in Galway but I knew they 
were tuning in on the web cam.

When I tried on my dress, I was very 
surprised it fitted!

Overall, it was the best day ever and 
everyone looked amazing, even the 
girls from Class 4 who weren’t making 
their Communion. A big thank you to 
our parents and teachers as our two-
year-late Communion could not have 
happened without them.

By Holly Cantwell (Class 4)

After a long wait, Classes 3 and 4 finally 
got to make their First Holy Communion



Class 4

Class 4 planted a tree to commemorate their 
communion. We chose a bee-friendly tree as caring 
for our environment is really important to us.

Class 4 are thoroughly enjoying maths week! We’ve been playing lots of different card games to help us 
learn our tables, sharpen our mental arithmetic skills and learn all about equivalent fractions.

We have recently begun learning how to knit 
and it’s proving quite addictive! 

Class 4 enjoying churros in the sun to celebrate 
St. Teresa of Avila’s feast day.

On Friday, 15th October, Class 4 held an election 
to determine who would be our Student Council 
representatives. Maria and Holly were elected to the 
position and Robyn and Rosie are our alternates.



Class 5

The History of Halloween

The 1st of November was originally called 
Samhain which translates to the end of 
summer. It was a harvest festival for the Celts. 
When the Celts became Christian the name 
of the harvest festival changed to All Saints 
day or All Hallows day. The name Halloween 
came from the words All Hallows Eve which 
eventually became Halloween. Jack O’ 
Lanterns originated from an old Irish legend 
about a man called Jack. People left cake and 
bread on their doorsteps in return for prayers 
for their loved ones who has passed. That 
is also how trick or treating began. People 
began to wear costumes to fool ghosts and 
spirits who they feared roamed the streets.

Written by Caitlin Dallsingh and Yiantet 
Nashipae Kasaine

The Great Famine

The Famine lasted from 1845-1847. The 
famine was caused by blight which was 
airborne. People such as workmen lived in 
mud cabins. It was a very tragic event and 
one million people died from starvation. Lots 
of people relied on potatoes. The average 
human ate 70 potatoes per day. Many people 
emigrated to countries such as America, 
Canada and England. The y travelled to these 
places on coffin ships. Coffin ships were 
given this name because 1 in 6 people died 
during their voyage before they reached 
their destination and their bodies were 
thrown overboard. Diseases such as cholera 
and scurvy spread quickly during the famine.

Written by Delphine Nugent and Chloe Crean

Maths + Movement Banana Ghosts!



Class 6 
Projects

This month class 6 presented their 
fantastic projects on the different counties 
of Ireland. This was a fun way to learn 
about our beautiful country and each girl 
taught their class lots of interesting pieces 
of information about their chosen county.

Well done to all the girls on their excellent 
work!

The girls were extra creative when drawing their 
skeletons, and they can be admired by all on our 
classroom window. Happy Halloween everyone!

Alex, Emily and Alexandra’s excellent entries. Well 
done girls on your super artwork!

Penny McDonnell and Lucy Kivlehan have published 
their own book! A huge congratulations to the girls 
- all of your hard work and determination definitely 
paid off! It’s called “The Angel or The Devil” and looks 
absolutely brilliant! We all can’t wait to read it!

Our very own Authors

Art Competition



RE / Ethos

Kinder A enjoying the treat for St Teresa’s Day.

Class 3’s work on St. Teresa

Class 5 connecting with the prayer of St Teresa 
“Nada Te Turbe” 

Connect2 St Teresa,  Conecta2 ContiGO!



RE / Ethos

The “Healthy Planet, Healthy People” petition was a key action for this year’s Season of Creation. A 
few days before the start of the 26th United Nations Climate Conference (COP26), we are encouraging 
members of our school community to add their voice signing the petition and spreading the word.

 The “Healthy Planet, Healthy People” petition 
Tackle the climate emergency and biodiversity crisis together
Limit warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius and promise no more biodiversity loss
Ensure equitable global action, including support for those most affected
Protect and respect human rights, including the rights of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities in 
climate and biodiversity action
Ask friends and family to sign and share the petition before the 28th of October!!

LAST CHANCE!

11th - 15th October, the first phase of COP 15, 
Class 5 learned about the Biodiversity Summit 
and decorated the noticeboard in the foyer with 
pictures brought from home or with an artwork 
connected with biodiversity. Ceangal liomsa, 
leatsa, leis an domhan. Conecta2 ContiGO! 
Connect2ME, Connect2U & Connect2GO!

http://bit.ly/earthvoice


Library

Class 5 were lucky enough to enjoy a fun and enlightening interview 
with author David Walliams. David was in conversation with Dr. 
Fidelma Healey Eames of Blackrock Education as part of the Inspiring 
Ireland, Inspiring Students initiative. 

Classes 5 and 6 were off to the Theatre too (at least virtually), 
watching the thought-provoking What Did I Miss? by Shaun Dunne, 
courtesy of the Ark Children’s Theatre. Featuring choreography from 
by the multi-award-winning Junk Ensemble, the play is a story of 
both childhood and parenthood, about growing up, no matter what 
age you are. 

Letters about our ongoing Accelerated Reader programme have 
been sent home to parents/guardians of girls who have completed 
their first reading assessment - the few girls who’ve not yet sat their 
assessment will do so immediately after mid-term. 

   Happy mid-term all!

We’ve been busy as ever reading and sharing stories during Library Time.



Halloween Dress Up!

Some great costumes on show this year...





Have a wonderful break!!


