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Junior School 

A Message from our Principal

When we closed the school for the Christmas break on 22nd of December, we hoped to come back to the classrooms 
as normal on the 6th of January, however, it was not to be. We were once again locked down and instructed by the 
Government to work from home. We began the New Year with a zoom assembly, having informed families of our 
online learning plan for the weeks ahead. The whole school approach was to create virtual classrooms on Seesaw 
and to use Zoom for live instruction.

Over the past three weeks, the students from Kinder A to Class 6 have consistently submitted a very high standard 
of work on Seesaw. They have engaged fully with their class and specialist teachers. There has been almost 100% 
attendance on all zoom classes and the majority of students have submitted all of the work set by their teachers. 
The students have kept the work rate and their spirits high throughout a challenging month, they should be so 
proud of themselves. I must also offer a word of praise to the teaching and administration staff, for sustaining and 
developing the students learning during this second period of school closure.

During the last week of January, we celebrated Catholic Schools Week. The theme for this years’ celebration 
was Communities of Faith and Resilience. An apt theme considering the challenges we currently face as a school 
community. This month the students and staff have embodied this theme, in that they have shown tremendous 
resilience, fortitude and faith by overcoming the many obstacles we have encountered. On our most recent Junior 
School assembly, Fr. Ciarán O’Carroll mentioned a fitting quote from John Henry Newman ‘to improve is to change; 
to be perfect is to change often’. Our students and staff must be close to perfect, as they have adapted their 
teaching and learning readily, constantly upskilling and improving.

Understandably most people were glad to say goodbye to 2020 and to welcome 2021. A New Year is a good 
opportunity to reflect and also, a chance to look ahead, to set new goals and to make the most of the opportunities 
that present themselves. Many of the classes discussed New Year resolutions, goals and aims with their class 
teachers. It is helpful to revisit these goals often with your children, to encourage them to reset and start again if 
they come across distractions or become disheartened.

Well done to the Pre-School staff for maintaining a sense of normalcy for the children of essential workers currently 
attending the Pre-School and for maintaining a connection with those children at home, through regular zoom calls 
and check ins.

We very much look forward to welcoming all of our students back to school as soon as we get the green light from 
Government. Until then, stay safe everyone, thank you sincerely for your tremendous support and compliance, it 
is greatly appreciated.

- Lynda McHale



Pre-School

There are just 7 Pre-School students in the Teresian 
School during this period, but they are having 
a great time. Spring is popping up in the beds 
outside, and playtime inside and out is happy and 
fun.
A big thank you to our Pre-School teachers who are  
in the school and keeping life as normal as possible 
for our Pre-Schoolers!

We would like to wish Ruba the very best of luck in her  new life in 
California. We can all agree she will be greatly missed in the Pre-School.
Thank you for everything, Ruba!



Kinder A

January brought a new 
month, a new year and a 
new classroom for the girls in 
Kinder A! We are all so proud 
of how the girls have adapted 
to their online learning and 
their continuous smiles and 
enthusiasm on zoom every day. 
We have built rockets, gazed 
at the stars, posted fantastic 
work to Seesaw, had our very 
first zoom birthday party and 
even roped in our favourite 
Barbie’s to help us with our 
Gaeilge lesson! We can’t wait 
until we are back together in 
our classroom but until then we 
will keep bringing our Kinder ‘A’ 
game like we always do! 



Kinder B

Even though we are learning from home this month, Kinder B 
girls have been working so hard! Our theme this month was 
‘Polar Regions’ where the girls were learning all about the 
Arctic and the Antarctic. In Maths, we were learning all about 
the number 8 and even made groups of 8 with different objects 
at home. In Art and Aistear, we created penguins, polar bears 
and even a polar region environment using recycled materials. 
We created our sight words with different materials from Lego 
blocks to pasta shells, it looked like great fun! In Gaeilge, the 
girls worked hard learning all about ‘Mé Féin’ and 
had some fun with different poems. In SESE we 
found out lots of facts about the polar regions. A 
fun challenge this month was making a really tall 
tower using anything from home and some really 
tall towers were made! Take a look at some of the 
fantastic work sent in on Seesaw! Kinder B girls 
have all been working so hard at home, I am so 
proud of them! 



Class 1

Class 1 have adapted extremely 
well to online learning. We have 
been continuing to work hard 
using the Seesaw platform. This 
month we have been focusing 
on the theme of ‘Weight’ in 
maths in particular. We have 
also been learning all about 
penguins. We have all been very 
busy getting creative at home 
too, take a look at a sample of 
some of our lovely artwork!

Amelia McAuliffe has sent her footprint 
to the German Space Agency who will 
take it onto their next trip into space to 
commemorate 50 years since the first man 
stepping on the moon. In November she 
will be part of the new moon exploration – 
well her footprint at least!



Class 2

Class 2 have been very busy working on lots of fun activities at 
home. The girls have been very good at working remotely and 
continuing their learning as if they were in school. A huge thank 
you to all the parents who are helping the girls with logging in to 
Seesaw and Zoom for their online learning activities. 
We have learned about ‘An Aimsir agus Réamhaisnéis na 
hAimsire’ in Gaeilge and are also continuing to work through 
our Bun go Barr. 
In SESE, we revised the planets and even did a virtual tour of 
Outer Space, we learned about famous astronauts like Neil 
Armstrong and the girls did fantastic research projects on 
another famous astronaut or astronomer of their choice. 
We are now learning about Volcanoes; how they are formed, 
how they erupt, famous volcanoes and much more.  Our main 
focus in English was on ‘Instructional Writing’ where we looked 
at imperative verbs , sequencing, giving orders and making sure 
our instructions were clear and easy to understand. The girls 
had to create something and write a set of instructions to go 
along with it. There were some delicious recipes and also some 
creative art activities uploaded.  
In Maths,  we revised money and our times tables and did a 
really fun car racing quiz when we were finished. Now we are 
working on addition, doubles and the hundred square. 
In Art we drew an astronaut in space and we did a window 
mosaic landscape design. 
We continued with our preparation for our First Confession and 
Communion, we are completing some Catholic Schools Week 
activities in Religion and we completed some fun Mindfulness, 
SPHE and Brain Break Activities. Rang a Dó are doing some 
fabulous work!  

Keep up the great work girls! :)



Class 3

We have been enjoying taking part in a 30 
Day Positivity Challenge this month, where 
the girls choose a task to complete each 
day that encourages positivity, gratitude 
and healthy living. Many pupils have shared 
their completed challenges on Seesaw, 
including artwork, pictures of healthy food, 
gratitude lists and much more. Take a look 
at this collage showing a few samples of the 
challenges we have undertaken.

If anyone else wants to join us in this 
fun challenge, you can find a PDF of our 
challenge sheet here: 
https://www.otb.ie/wp-content/
uploads/2021/01/WWB-30-Day-Positivity-
Challenge-for-KidsB.pdf

Well January has passed by in the blink of an eye for Class 3, and it has been a very strange 
but very productive month. Class 3 students have been working incredibly hard from their 
homes, and their work is of a fabulously high standard – well done, cailíní! I think we have some 
budding filmmakers in our midst because some of the girls have been experimenting with video 
submissions which demonstrate their learning as well as being very entertaining. Keep up the 
wonderful work, everyone! You should all be extremely proud of yourselves.

Finally, a very warm welcome to Yara al Wusaibie who has joined Class 3 this week. She 
is currently joining us remotely from Saudi Arabia, but we look forward to meeting her in 
person soon when we are all back together in the classroom again. Welcome, Yara!

https://www.otb.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/WWB-30-Day-Positivity-Challenge-for-KidsB.pdf
https://www.otb.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/WWB-30-Day-Positivity-Challenge-for-KidsB.pdf
https://www.otb.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/WWB-30-Day-Positivity-Challenge-for-KidsB.pdf


Class 4

Class 4 have done trojan work over the month of January from their homes! We have 
had lots of fun and laughs on our zoom lessons but still managed to complete some 
tricky maths and complicated Gaeilge. Very well-done Class 4! 

We also work with Matet on the World 
Religions. Zoe produced this beautiful poster 
with symbols of some of the world religions. 
It is so important to know and understand 
about different religions and cultures. 

 We worked on a project on a European 
Country, we included details such as typical 
food, the weather, the climate and lot’s 
more. We have lots of inspiration for when 
we are allowed to travel again! 



Class 5
Class 5’s incredible entries for ‘This Is Art!’ Competition.

Celebrating 
Grandparent’s Day 
for Catholic Schools 
Week with a poem 
/ prayer and an 
interview to get to 
know grandparents 
even better.



Class 6 

Class 6 also worked on gratitude and 
the importance of being grateful. Katie 
McCormack pinpointed some things she 
is grateful for, which we often take for 
granted. Super work, Class 6- keep it up!

Class 6 celebrated the inauguration of the 46th President of America by writing their very 
own acceptance speeches. I was so impressed with the various issues they raised, and then 
how they would tackle them to unite the country. 

The girls also did an S.P.H.E. lesson listing 
the various ways that are keeping them 
motivated and upbeat during the lockdown. 
I really admired Ella’s masterpiece as she 
listed words in the windows that are going 
through everyone’s minds; we really are all 
in this together!



Spanish 

Drama

In January, las chicas de KA were learning about pets in Spanish (los 
animales). Here you can see their drawings. ¡Buen trabajo KA!’

Drama class have been examining story telling. The younger classes explored ‘Fabulous Pies’ 
and were given the opportunity to act out the characters from the book. The older students 
have been reading their favourite books to each other. Developing their presentation, acting 
and reading skills.

Midterm Language Camp

Ole Sol are offering language 
camps during the Feb 
Midterm! Go to https://
olesol.ie/kids-camps/ to book

https://olesol.ie/kids-camps/
https://olesol.ie/kids-camps/


RE / Ethos

The school participated with the submission of Art Work inspired by the letter of Pope Frances, 
‘Fratrelli Tutti’ in the Art Exhibition of Donnybrook Parish to inaugurate the new Parish Centre.

Work of our students can be viewed in this video (approx. 5 minutes). Launch of parish Art 
Exhibition Church of the Sacred Heart, Donnybrook - Mgr. Ciaran O’Carroll - YouTube

Class 4 are doing an interview to their grandparents as part of Catholic Schools Week and these 
are the list of questions they can choose from:

https://youtu.be/Jl5sBt_o54M
https://youtu.be/Jl5sBt_o54M


Library

Our Classes 1 -6 raised a staggering €1,885.00 in their pre-Christmas 
Readathon in aid of the charity Aware – congratulations girls, a wonderful 
achievement, you did yourselves and the school proud! Class 6 raised 
the most funds – over €500! - and will receive a treat once we’re back in 
school. I’m still working out which class read the most – a tricky task given 
the big numbers involved! – but that class will also be rewarded for their 
fantastic efforts. Well done all!  

All of our Junior School students have taken to their online library sessions 
like ducks to water! Their engagement, interest and wonderful behaviour 
online is really to be commended. 

Kinder A and B have been enjoying stories including “While We Can’t Hug” 
by Eoin McLaughlin and particularly enjoyed “Old Tom” by Leigh Hobbs, 
when they were joined by my own bold Moggy on our Zoom calls!  

Class 1 have enjoyed stories including Chris Riddel’s “Once Upon a Wild 
Wood”, which have set them off on their own storytelling and creative 
missions. Class 2 are sharing the story of “The Great Dodo Comeback” by 
Fiona Sandiford, a launchpad to thinking about some complex scientific 
ideas, and a great introduction to wildlife conservation and birdwatching.  

Classes 3 and 4 continue to be gripped by Kate DiCamillo’s thrilling “The 
Tale of Despereaux”, discovering and sharing new vocabulary and keeping 
track of the complex plot as it outlines a battle between the forces of Light 
and Darkness. 

Classes 5 and 6 are just concluding Norton Juster’s masterpiece 
“The Phantom Tollbooth”, with its complex wordplay and fascinating 
imaginative fictional worlds.   

All of our Junior School girls have also been busy reading their own books 
at home, including many gifted by Santa at Christmas, and really enjoy 
recommending their favourites to one another. 

Stay at home resources:
Below is a list of links to storytelling/craft videos prepared by Dub-
lin City Library staff, available for free online.

CLICK HERE FOR THE LIST

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z5_8k-baP3LEUCIgmd2t2auFj8Mxe46S/view?usp=sharing


Feeling crafty?

Try these easy crafts from materials you probably already have...

St. Brigid’s Cross

St. Brigid’s Day is Monday, 1st of Feb. We’ve all seen and even made the cross before, but it’s 
not always easy to find the right rushes to make them properly. Why not try other materials? 

You can use:
- any coloured card, cut in strips
- strips of cereal or pizza boxes
- paper straws
- pipe cleaners
- stiffened yarn / wool (rub a bit of craft glue 
on lengths of wool with your fingers, wait to dry)

Then follow the instructions in this link. 

Something different... Loo roll bracelet!

If you’re still looking for a project, try making bracelets from something we all have in the 
house - toilet roll! 

You will need:
- an empty toilet roll
- yarn / wool / coloured twine
- sellotape
- scissors 
- craft needle (you can wrap the sellotape 
around the end of the yarn if you don’t have!)

Then follow the instructions in this link. 
Fun and easy!

http://www.ipcc.ie/discover-and-learn/resources/how-to-make-a-st-bridgets-cross/
http://mollymoocrafts.com/toilet-roll-crafts-bracelets/

