
Leonardo Da Vinci – Walter Isaacson
Based on thousands of pages from Leonardo’s astonishing notebooks and new discoveries about his life and work, 
Walter Isaacson weaves a narrative that connects his art to his science. He shows how Leonardo’s genius was based 
on skills we can improve in ourselves, such as passionate curiosity, careful observation, and an imagination so play-
ful that it flirted with fantasy. He produced the two most famous paintings in history, The Last Supper and the Mona 
Lisa. But in his own mind, he was just as much a man of science and technology. With a passion that sometimes 
became obsessive, he pursued innovative studies of anatomy, fossils, birds, the heart, flying machines,
botany, geology, and weaponry.

Everything I Never Told You – Celeste Ng
Lydia is dead. But they don’t know this yet.
So begins this exquisite novel about a Chinese American family living in 1970s small-town Ohio. Lydia is the favour-
ite child of Marilyn and James Lee, and her parents are determined that she will fulfil the dreams they were unable 
to pursue. But when Lydia’s body is found in the local lake, the delicate balancing act that has been keeping the Lee 
family together is destroyed, tumbling them into chaos. A profoundly moving story of family, secrets, and longing…

Mr. Mercedes – Stephen King
In the frigid pre-dawn hours, in a distressed Midwestern city, desperate unemployed folks are lined up for a spot at 
a job fair. Without warning, a lone driver plows through the crowd in a stolen Mercedes, running over the innocent, 
backing up, and charging again. Eight people are killed; fifteen are wounded. The killer escapes. In another part of 
town, months later, a retired cop named Bill Hodges is still haunted by the unsolved crime. When he gets a crazed 
letter from someone who self-identifies as the “perk” and threatens an even more diabolical attack, Hodges wakes 
up from his depressed and vacant retirement, hell-bent on preventing another tragedy. Brady Hartsfield lives with 
his alcoholic mother in the house where he was born. He loved the feel of death under the wheels of the Mercedes,
and he wants that rush again. Only Bill Hodges, with two new, unusual allies, can apprehend the killer before he 
strikes again. And they have no time to lose, because Brady’s next mission, if it succeeds, will kill or maim thou-
sands.

The Handmaid’s Tail – Margaret Atwood
Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave the home of the 
Commander and his wife once a day to walk to food markets whose signs are 
now pictures instead of words because women are no longer allowed to read. 
She must lie on her back once a month and pray that the Commander makes 
her pregnant, because in an age of declining births, Offred and the other Hand-
maids are valued only if their ovaries are viable. Offred can remember the 
years before, when she lived and made love with her husband, Luke; when 
she played with and protected her daughter; when she had a job, money of 
her own, and access to knowledge. But all of that is gone now...

Three Things about Elsie – Joanna Cannon
There are three things you should know about Elsie.
The first thing is that she’s my best friend.
The second is that she always knows what to say to make me feel better.
And the third thing… might take a little bit more explaining.
84-year-old Florence has fallen in her flat at Cherry Tree Home for the 
Elderly. As she waits to be rescued,
Florence wonders if a terrible secret from her past is about to come 
to light; and, if the charming new resident is who he claims to be, 
why does he look exactly like a man who died sixty years ago?
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DID 
YOU 

KNOW? 
In Iceland, books 
are exchanged as 

Christmas Eve presents, 
then you spend the rest 

of the night in bed reading 
them and eating chocolate. The 

tradition is part of a season called 
Jolabokaflod, or ‘The Christmas 
Book Flood’, because Iceland, 

which publishes more books per 
capita than any other country, sells most 

of its books between September and Novem-
ber due to people preparing for the upcom-

ing holiday.


